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.Role of . 4-21 
Still Seems a Secret 



Russian missiles over China 
and Cuba. An advanced "U-3,” 
therefore, could have a recon- 
naissance mission in some 
‘circumstances, but the United 
States has developed Samos 
reconnaissance satellites that 
reportedly can better perform 
■the U-2’s strategic “spy in the 


By John G., Norris 

SUCf Reporter 

The United States has successfully flown the world’s sk f>”ea?dcnt Johnson said that 


;most advanced warplane, but apparently hasn't de- 
cided yet what military role ft will fill. 

Developed in secret, and* 

announced with a splash at 


: President Johnson's first tele- 


ered into development in 1959, 


vised news conference Satur- 
day, the experimental Lock- 
heed A-ll aircraft still is 
shrouded in mystery. 

As the President said, the 
A-ll has been successfully 
tested in “sustained flight” at 
better than 2000 miles an hour 
and at altitudes above '70,000 
feet, and has a range of "thou- 
sands of miles.” Existing com- 
bat planes haye a top speed of 
, about 1600 m.p.h. for short 
, ra np!C; .the A-ll was intended to fol- 

, ! m V 10 U " Ited low the high-flying U-2 rein- 
states has a prototype for a, = ? raft ' 

military plane of phenomenal^ 11 , ,, ' , , . ■ 

performance, but. what is >L ; tJ-2, a fragile, 500-milc-gn-hour 

his carefully worded', aircr f / e j iod ..°“ j f ts 
ncement, Mr. /Johnson * cp0lted 00 - 00 °- foot a^ilude to 
jsaid the A-ll is undergoing ® ur J 11 L e ° n . reconnaissance 
extensive tests to determine W :s ' i t » now desenbed 
Its capability as a long-range f the h A - n - a , lld .. wh ' cd »«y 
interceptor plane, It is so re- ,Jj r a T v ®,* >ecn on g 1 n ally the 
jgarded by many at the Pcnla- 9 m A y t f° as t - llgh 

!gon, who are debating the tle U ' 2 at three tlmes the 


the A-ll development will 
“greatly assist” in the devel- 
opment of a commercial su- 
personic airliner as well as 
other military planes. The 
A-ll proto types, however, 
cannot be directly adapted to 
development of a transport or 


Secretary Robert S. McNa- 
mara and his top ' advisers 
have not yet been convinced 
that a $3 billion interceptor bomber, 
replacement program is nec- Several things stand in the 
cssafy- way of the Air Force’s strong 

President Johnson did not proposals to put 


the A-ll 

...... . , into production as a long- 

mention it, but the A-ll also rf , n g c interceptor. McNamara 

could be useful as a recon- an( i his technical advisers 
naissance plane. In fact, it f ee l that present interceptors 
seems highly likely that when can handle existing Russian 
originally designed and ord- bombers, and the A-ll will be 


ifor? 

■m 

(announcement, 


speed of sound. 

'900 to 1400 m.p.h. short-range, j Gar , y ^ 0W ”' S U ’ 2 
iair- HArnnc downed over Russia on May) 


needed only if the Soviet 
Union develops a 1700-to-2000 
mile-an-hour bomber. 

There is no definite intel- 
ligence information that Mos- 
cow has such a bomber in 
the works, other than word 
that it plans a transport with 
such speed. But, it is stressed, 
historically, the Russians usu 
ally have based their airliners 
on secretly developed bomb 
ers. 

Air Force chiefs also de- 


clare that a new interceptor 
is needed to get to existing 
Russian bombers over the 
Arctic before they can 
launch long-range air-to- 
ground standoff missiles like 
the Hound Dog or the aborted 
Sky bolt which may be in the 
Soviet arsenal. 

But Defense officials sug- 
gest' that the loss-advanced 
interceptor version of the 
TFX, being developed for the 
Navy, may fulfill this need at 
less cost. They also feel that 
American • superiority over 
Russia in offensive strategic 
missiles and bombers should 
prove a sufficient deterrent 
against an all-out Soviet at- 
tack. 

Admittedly, the A-ll inter- 
ceptor, if built and deployed, 
could save millions of lives in 
case of nuclear war. But many 
Pentagon leaders take the 
view that a $3.5 billion Civil 
Defense fall-out shelter pro- 
gram — urged by McNamara 
but not accepted by Congress 
—and a $15 billion anti-ICBM 
program — favored by many at 
the Capitol but not yet ac- 
cepted by McNamara — take 
priority over a new lntercep' 
tor in this respect. 

At any rate, the A-ll does] 


not yet have a mission as an; 
interceptor, and if it has an-< 
other approved role, this is: 
one of the still unexplained 
mysteries about the exception? 
al new experimental aircraft. 


1, I960, possibly'hby Soviet 


fair defense interceptors tied 

! to ground radar control — high-* • . , , , , „ 

jly vulnerable to ICBM attack: ™ laslles > a ” d - * w0 other V -2s 
i— with a new long range ^ >s , c<3ue ^ t ? y , have been ah 
j higher speed, higher altitude ' cer_t£unly shpt_ do wn^ by 

! planes carrying their. own in-, 
jtcreept radar. 

The A-ll can be put into 1 
production as such an advan-i 
cedi interceptor. But Defense^ ' 
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